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lV' Gma" Blake Yosep Bak <bak.yosep@gmail.com>

URGENT: Public Comment, DORIS Delinquency, & FY 2027 Regulatory Agenda
Inquiries

Yosep Bak <bak.yosep@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 3, 2026 at 10:46 AM
To: DOBcommunications@buildings.nyc.gov, olgas@buildings.nyc.gov, dobrules@buildings.nyc.gov,
DOBCustomerService@buildings.nyc.gov, bgolub@buildings.nyc.gov, GHGEmissions@buildings.nyc.gov,
sustainability@buildings.nyc.gov, pharnold@buildings.nyc.gov, nlazohayes@buildings.nyc.gov,
FRFontana@buildings.nyc.gov, OTCR@buildings.nyc.gov

Dear Commissioner Ahmed Tigani, Assistant Commissioner Suto, Director Golub, Director Clarke, First Deputy
Commissioner Shamash and people legally responsible for DOB Agenda

| am writing to you as a licensed structural engineer regarding the Department of Buildings' proposed rulemaking
outlined in the document precisely located at https://rules.cityofnewyork.us/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/CAPA-
AGENDA-FY27-final.pdf

As the named contact persons for several critical rules in this agenda—including Rule 2 (designation fees), Rules 5-7
(sustainability and energy codes), Rule 14 (fee amendments), and Rule 16 (facades)—you are collectively responsible
for proposals that carry heavy financial and administrative impacts on professionals and building owners.

Before the public can adequately and meaningfully participate in the City Administrative Procedure Act (CAPA)
process for these items, we must address severe, ongoing transparency issues at the Department. Specifically, the
DOB has multiple delinquent reports on the Department of Records and Information Services (DORIS) portal. These
outstanding reports contain critical data required by the public to make informed comments on the upcoming CAPA
agenda. The City Council has already passed laws noting the Department's delinquency on these exact reporting
mandates. Expecting the public to provide technical commentary on new rules while the Department illegally withholds
the foundational data required to evaluate those rules is unacceptable.

In addition to the DORIS transparency failures, | am submitting formal technical concerns regarding Rule 2 (QPSI,
QEWI, and QRWI designation fees) and Rule 14 (adding or amending fees)

1. Data Integrity Failures: We already have undeniable evidence of data integrity issues across the current manually
curated PDF rosters specifically because the Department refuses to assign the NYSED primary license records as the
single source of truth. As a result, the lists contain significant entry errors, including swapped names and false
identities.

2. Lack of Cost-Recovery Justification: The Department proposes establishing new initial and annual renewal fees for
these designations. A directory of 641 registered professionals requires negligible digital storage. The cost of
implementation using commercially available options does not even exceed their minimum free tiers. Furthermore,
integrating this list into existing DOB NOW/Open Data architecture costs effectively $0 in incremental cloud hosting.
Under New York municipal law, administrative fees must be strictly tied to cost recovery.
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1. Registration Breakdown by Designation Count

Category

All 3 Designations

Only 2 Designations

Only 1Designation

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=147921a68b&view=pt&search=a...d=msg-a:r-1670794006147366133&simpl=msg-a:r-1670794006147366133

Grouping /
Combination

QEWI + QPSI + QRWI

QEWI + QPSI

QPSI + QRWI

QEWI + QRWI

Subtotal (Only 2)

QEWI Only

QPSI Only

QRWI Only

Subtotal (Only 1)

Unique Individual
Professionals
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Percentag:

19%

9.7%

1.7%

1.2%

12.6%

63.8%

161%

5.6%

85.5%

100.0%
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2. NYSED Primary Verification Mismatches & Data Integrity Errors

Cross-referencing DOB's published PDF rosters against NYSED primary source verifications
demonstrates that DOB's manual list management introduces human data-entry errors: PDF +4

e PE License #068107 (Sampat Vikrant Shantikumar):
o State Record: SAMPAT VIKRANT SHANTIKUMAR. PDF

e DOBError: Listed twicein qwri list.pdf asseparate rows (“Sampat, Vikrant, 68107"
and "Vikrant, Sampat, 68107") due to a first name / last name swap. PD¥

e PE License #090604 (Koklanos Panagiotis):
e State Record: KOKLANOS PANAGIOTIS.

e DOBError: Listed as "Koklanos, Peter"in qwri_list.pdf , but correctly listed as
"Koklanos, Panagiotis”" in active QPSI _list.pdf . PDF+1

e PE License #094087 (Feldman German):
e State Record: FELDMAN GERMAN.

e DOBError: Listed as "Feldman, Gary"in active QPSI list.pdf , while listed as
“Feldman, German"in qwri list.pdf and gewi.pdf . PDF+2

Revenue vs. Infrastructure Cost Analysis

Item #2 of the DOB Regulatory Agenda for FY 2027 proposes establishing initial and annual
renewal fees for QPSI, QEWI, and QRWI designations. The table below contrasts the projected
revenue generated against actual backend hosting costs. PDf

Revenue Generation Models

Fee / Year Per Designation Slot (746 Per Unique Professional (641
active slots) individuals)

$30/ year $22,380 $19,230

$50 / year $37,300 $32,050

$100 / year $74,600 $64,100
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1. Case1(Firebase / Managed Commercial Cloud):

Firebase's default free tier (Spark Plan) offers 1 GiB of database storage and 50,000
read operations per day.

A database of 641user records consumes less than 0.5 MB of storage.

The entire active registration system runs 100% free ($0.00/year) under commercial
cloud tiers. Even on a paid pay-as-you-go plan, query costs for this dataset size would
not exceed $12 to $60 per year.

2. Case 2 (NYC Existing Infrastructure - DOB NOW / NYC Open Data):

NYC DOB already operates DOB NOW and publishes automated feeds to NYC Open
Data.

Adding designation status flags to existing licensee profiles in DOB NOW requires
$0.00 in additional hardware or cloud spending.

Moving from manually curated PDF files to an automated lookup table inside DOB
NOW eliminates identity typos (e.g., Gary vs. German Feldman) while leveraging
infrastructure NYC taxpayers have already funded.

8/11/26, 9:53 AM

If a functional, automated system costs zero dollars to host and actively prevents these existing data errors, what on
earth could the Department possibly be suggesting with these new fees?

| request a formal response detailing:
1. The immediate timeline for the Department to publish its delinquent reports to DORIS so the public can effectively
evaluate the FY 2027 Regulatory Agenda.
2. The statutory cost-recovery analysis justifying the new designation fees proposed under Rule 2 and Rule 14.

3. The technical roadmap for sunsetting manually edited PDF rosters in favor of an automated database sync with
NYSED to prevent data corruption.

| look forward to your prompt response.

Sincerely,

Yosep Blake Bak, PE
Licensed Structural Engineer (NYS PE 107881)
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Verification Search Downloads About

Search By
Profession

Olga suto

Clear

Select the license, permit or registration # of any result listed below for additional information.

This information is current as of August 13, 2026 08:30 AM

License # Name Profession Address Date of Licensure

034079 SUTO OLGA Architecture (003) BROOKLYN NY May 06, 2010

Showing 1 to 1 of 1 rows






2. Rule relating to QPSI, QEWI, and QRWI designations.

A. Reason: To establish a fee for applicants to obtain initial and annual renewal of
Department designations.

. Anticipated contents: Rule to be amended to require an initial and annual fee to obtain
and renew Qualified Parking Structure Inspector (QPSI), Qualified Exterior Wall
Inspector (QEWI) and Qualified Retaining Wall Inspector (QRWI) designations.

". Objectives: Provide professionals and building owners with requirements for
obtaining and renewing Department designations for Qualified Parking Structures,
Exterior Wall and Retaining Wall inspectors.

. Legal basis: Section 643 of the New York City Charter; Article 112 of Chapter 1 of
Title 28 of the New York City Administrative Code.

. Types of individuals and entities likely to be affected: Building owners, registered
design professionals, and contractors.

F. Other relevant laws: None

G. Approximate schedule: First half of FY’ 27

Contact person: Olga Suto, Assistant Commissioner, Existing Buildings Compliance
(212) 393-2621




Verification Search Downloads About

Search By ‘ e Namq -

Profession Enginee -

yosep blake baki

Clear

Select the license, permit or registration # of any result listed below for additional information.

This information is current as of August 13, 2026 08:30 AM

License # Name Profession Address Date of Licensure
BAK YOSEP Professional LONG ISLAND
107881 M )
BLAKE Engineering (016) CITY NY 2y3D; 2023

Showing 1 to 1 of 1 rows






