Subject: Comment on Proposed Amendment to 34 RCNY § 4-13 – Citywide Truck Routes
To the New York City Department of Transportation:
I submit these comments in opposition to elements of the proposed amendment to 34 RCNY § 4-13 as they affect the DUMBO/Fulton Ferry/South Street Seaport historic district in Lower Manhattan and Brooklyn.
Residents have been raising these concerns with DOT since June 2024, including testimony at CB2 meetings and engagement with Council Member Lincoln Restler and Assemblymember Jo Anne Simon's office.
1. Structural Damage to Historic Buildings from Truck Traffic on Front Street
Front Street runs through one of New York City's most intact 19th-century streetscapes. My building, constructed in 1895, is a historic brick structure whose foundations were not engineered to withstand the vibration loads generated by modern heavy freight vehicles. Trucks currently traveling at high speed along Front Street produce severe vibration that rattles the foundations, masonry, and facades of these irreplaceable structures.
The City has a responsibility to protect its own designated historic resources. I respectfully urge the DOT to remove or restrict truck routing on Front Street, or impose enforceable speed restrictions and weight limits that are compatible with the structural tolerances of 19th-century masonry construction. The failure to do so risks permanent damage to buildings that cannot be replicated and that constitute significant cultural and economic assets for the City.
2. Charter Bus Incursion, Idling, and Obstruction in the Historic District
The proposed rule does not adequately address the use of these same roadways by charter buses, which are a separate but equally damaging problem. Tour operators routinely dispatch large charter buses en masse into this historic district. These buses:
· Park illegally in designated bike lanes for extended periods;
· Idle their engines, generating noise and diesel emissions in violation of the City's anti-idling law;
· Discharge large numbers of tourists at the crossing of the Dock Street school, creating pedestrian congestion incompatible with the narrow historic street grid.
Charter bus tourism should be managed at the perimeter of the historic district, not within it. Visitors should be directed to park at facilities outside the neighborhood and enter on foot. The proposed rule is an opportunity to designate the historic district streets as bus-restricted zones, or at a minimum to coordinate with the TLC and relevant agencies to enforce idling and parking prohibitions that are already on the books but unenforced.
I urge the DOT to use this rulemaking to protect the structural integrity, livability, and historic character of these neighborhoods for residents, not just to rationalize freight movement for commercial operators.
Respectfully submitted,

Zoe Mackler
57 Front Street
Brooklyn, NY 11201

