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Thank you for the opportunity to testify. My name is Erik Bottcher, and I represent
the 3rd Council District of Manhattan, which includes the West Village, Chelsea, and
Hell’s Kitchen.

[ am here today to oppose the proposed extension of the moratorium on new street
fair permits.

New York City’s streets belong to the people. They are not just corridors for cars—
they are our city’s largest public spaces, and they should be used to bring people
together. Over the past few years, we have seen an incredible resurgence of
community life in these spaces. From block parties and potlucks to events like The
Longest Table, neighbors have come together to share meals, build relationships,
and strengthen the social fabric of our city.

These gatherings are not “large commercial street fairs.” They are expressions of
community, inclusion, and joy. They represent the very best of New York: people of
all backgrounds connecting, collaborating, and celebrating in shared space.

Extending this moratorium would not just inconvenience event organizers — it
would send a message that our public streets are off-limits to the very communities
that make this city vibrant. We should be moving in the opposite direction:
simplifying the permitting process for genuine community events, not layering on
new barriers.

The Longest Table and other grassroots efforts have shown us what’s possible when
residents are empowered to reclaim their streets. These events bring neighbors
together who might otherwise never meet. They promote understanding, creativity,
and belonging—things our city needs now more than ever.



As we work to make New York a safer, more connected, and more livable city, we
must prioritize people over cars, and community over bureaucracy.

[ urge the Mayor’s Office to reject this rule and to work with organizers, community
boards, and elected officials to create a clear, accessible, and supportive path for
local, noncommercial gatherings in our public spaces.

Thank you for your consideration and for your commitment to ensuring that New
York’s streets remain places for people.

Sincerely,
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Erik Bottcher
New York City Council Member
District 3



	 
	 
	 

