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Co m m issio n e r Yd a n is  Ro d rig u e z        
Ne w  Yo rk Cit y De p a rt m e n t  o f Tra n sp o rt a t io n  
55 W a t e r St re e t  
Ne w  Yo rk, NY 10 0 4 1 

Re : Op p o s it io n  t o  P ro p o s e d  E-Bik e  Sp e e d  Lim it  Ru le  (DOT-9 0 ) 

De a r Co m m issio n e r Ro d rig u e z, 

On  b e h a lf o f P ivo t  Cyc le s , a  m e m b e r o f Ne w  Yo rk Cit y's  m ic ro m o b ilit y in d u st ry, I 
w rit e  in  s t ro n g  o p p o sit io n  t o  t h e  p ro p o se d  ru le  a m e n d in g  Se c t io n s  4 -0 1 a n d  4 -0 6 o f 
Tit le  34  o f t h e  Ru le s  o f t h e  Cit y o f Ne w  Yo rk t o  im p o se  a  15 m p h  sp e e d  lim it  o n  
e le c t ric  b icyc le s  a n d  o t h e r m ic ro m o b ilit y d e vice s . 

Th is  ru le , if a d o p t e d , w o u ld  se t  a  d a m a g in g  p re ce d e n t  fo r c it ie s  a c ro ss  t h e  co u n t ry. It  
is  le g a lly q u e st io n a b le , p ra c t ica lly u n e n fo rce a b le , a n d  co u n t e rp ro d u c t ive  t o  t h e  c it y’s  
g o a ls  o f su s t a in a b le , sa fe , a n d  e q u it a b le  t ra n sp o rt a t io n . Ad d it io n a lly, it  d ire c t ly h a rm s 
NYC’s e -b ike  in d u st ry, w h ich  p ro vid e s  m ic ro m o b ilit y so lu t io n s  t o  t h o u sa n d s o f 
re s id e n t s  a n d  vis it o rs  a n d  co n t rib u t e s  s ig n ifica n t  e co n o m ic  im p a c t , t ra ffic  
co n g e st io n  re lie f, a n d  e m iss io n s  re d u c t io n s .  

1. Dire c t  Ha rm s  t o  NYC’s  E-Bik e  In d u s t ry  

Fo r b u sin e sse s  like  ou rs  a n d  t h e  b ro a d e r b ike  in d u st ry in  Ne w  Yo rk, t h is  ru le  
t h re a t e n s  e co n o m ic  g ro w t h  a n d  m a rke t  s t a b ilit y in  m u lt ip le  w a ys: 

● Co n su m e r Co n fu sio n : Arb it ra ry sp e e d  ca p s  c re a t e  u n ce rt a in t y fo r cu st o m e rs  
u n su re  w h e t h e r co m m o n , c it y-co m p lia n t  e -b ike s  a re  le g a l t o  p u rch a se  o r 
o p e ra t e  in  NYC. Th is  d e la ys  o r d e t e rs  sa le s  a n d  u n d e rm in e s  t ru s t  in  t h e  
p ro d u c t  ca t e g o ry. 

● Re d u ce d  Rid e rsh ip  a n d  De m a n d : E-b ike s  a re  va lu e d  fo r t h e ir a b ilit y t o  m o ve  
p e o p le  e ffic ie n t ly t h ro u g h  d e n se  u rb a n  e n viro n m e n t s . A 15-m p h  ca p  e ro d e s  
t h a t  co re  b e n e fit , e sp e c ia lly fo r co m m u t e rs , d e live ry rid e rs , a n d  o ld e r o r le ss-fit  
u se rs , a n d  risks  p u sh in g  p e o p le  b a ck in t o  ca rs  o r o n t o  fa s t e r a n d  m o re  
d a n g e ro u s  ille g a l e -m o t o s , w h ich  in  m a n y ca se s  a re  a c t u a lly t h e  p ro b le m  
p ro d u c t , ra t h e r t h a n  e -b ike s .  

https://rules.cityofnewyork.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/DOT-Proposed-Rule-Relating-to-Speed-Limits-for-Electric-Bicycles-and-Scooters-FINAL-with-certifications-6.5.pdf
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● Re g u la t o ry P a t ch w o rk: Th is  ru le  w o u ld  m a ke  Ne w  Yo rk Cit y t h e  o n ly m a jo r 
U.S. ju risd ic t io n  t o  im p o se  a  b la n ke t  e -b ike  sp e e d  lim it  o n  c it y s t re e t s  t h a t  
co n t ra d ic t s  s t a t e  la w . In  a d d it io n  t o  t h e  la ck o f co n sis t e n cy b e t w e e n  Cit y a n d  
St a t e  e -b ike  c la ss ifica t io n s , t h is  c re a t e s  m o re  co m p lia n ce  h e a d a ch e s  fo r 
m a n u fa c t u re rs , re t a ile rs , a n d  o p e ra t o rs  t ryin g  t o  fo llo w  a  u n ifie d  s t a n d a rd . 

● De va lu a t io n  o f In ve n t o ry a n d  Fle e t  In ve st m e n t s : Re t a ile rs  a n d  fle e t  o p e ra t o rs  
h a ve  in ve s t e d  in  Cla ss  1, 2, a n d  3 e -b ike s  d e sig n e d  t o  co m p ly w it h  lim it s  o f 20 –
25 m p h  in  Ne w  Yo rk Cit y. Th is  ru le  d e va lu e s  t h o se  in ve st m e n t s  a n d  m a y 
re q u ire  co st ly m o d ific a t io n s , re p ro g ra m m in g , o r re p la ce m e n t  o f o t h e rw ise  
le g a l d e vice s . W e  a lso  m a y lo se  re t a ile rs  in  t h e  Cit y a lt o g e t h e r. 

● St ig m a  a n d  P re ce d e n t : Tre a t in g  e -b ike s  a s  a  re g u la t o ry p ro b le m  ra t h e r t h a n  a  
t ra n sp o rt a t io n  so lu t io n  u n d e rm in e s  p u b lic  p e rce p t io n  a n d  d isco u ra g e s  fu t u re  
rid e rsh ip . W o rse , it  se t s  a  p re ce d e n t  fo r fu rt h e r re s t ric t ive  m ic ro m o b ilit y ru le s  
t h a t  co u ld  d a m a g e  t h e  lo n g -t e rm  via b ilit y o f t h is  c le a n , e ffic ie n t  se c t o r. 

2. No  Le g a l Ba s is , No  En fo rc e m e n t  St ra t e g y 

Th e  ru le  la cks  le g a l g ro u n d in g . Un d e r Ne w  Yo rk St a t e  la w  (VTL §164 2(26), c it ie s  
ca n n o t  e n a c t  a  b la n ke t  sp e e d  lim it  b e lo w  20  m p h  w it h o u t  d o in g  so  via  lo ca l la w , 
w h ich  is  a  s t e p  t h is  p ro p o sa l d o e s  n o t  t a ke . Mo re o ve r, n o  p e n a lt ie s  a re  o u t lin e d , a n d  
w it h  n o  re g is t ra t io n  syst e m  o r p la t e  re q u ire m e n t  fo r m o st  e -b ike s , t h e  ru le  is  
u n e n fo rce a b le  o n  it s  fa ce . 

3. Mis p la c e d  Fo c u s  o n  Lo w -Ris k  Us e rs  

Da t a  sh o w s t h a t  e le c t ric  b ike s  co n t rib u t e  a  t in y fra c t io n  o f t ra ffic  in ju rie s  co m p a re d  
t o  ca rs , t ru cks , a n d  m o p e d s. Ye t  t h is  ru le  s in g le s  o u t  e -b ike  rid e rs , m a n y o f w h o m  a re  
e sse n t ia l w o rke rs  a n d  lo w -e m iss io n  co m m u t e rs , w h ile  le a vin g  t h e  m o st  d a n g e ro u s  
ro a d  u se rs  virt u a lly u n ch e cke d . Ta rg e t in g  m ic ro m o b ilit y w h ile  fa ilin g  t o  re in  in  
re ckle ss  d rivin g  a n d  sp e e d in g  fro m  la rg e r ve h ic le s  fe e ls  like  p o lit ica l t h e a t e r, n o t  
sa fe t y p o licy. 

4 . Sp e e d  Diffe re n t ia l Cre a t e s  Ne w  Sa fe t y Ha za rd s  

Slo w in g  e -b ike s  d o w n  t o  15 m p h , s lo w e r t h a n  m a n y ca su a l cyc lis t s  o r p e d a l-p o w e re d  
d e live ry rid e rs , e xa ce rb a t e s  sp e e d  d iffe re n t ia ls  in  m ixe d  t ra ffic , m a kin g  o ve rt a kin g  
a n d  la n e -sh a rin g  m o re  d a n g e ro u s . Rid e rs  m a y b e  fo rce d  o n t o  s id e w a lks  o r in t o  
co n flic t  zo n e s , in c re a sin g  c ra sh  risk ra t h e r t h a n  re d u c in g  it .  

6 . P o o r  Ru le  Dra ft in g  Un d e rm in e s  Cre d ib ilit y  

Th e  d ra ft  ru le  it se lf co n t a in s  m u lt ip le  e rro rs  a n d  m iss t a t e m e n t s—in c lu d in g  
co n fu sio n  o ve r t h e  Cit y’s  e -b ike  c la ss  syst e m  a n d  in a ccu ra t e  re fe re n ce s  t o  s t a t e  la w . 

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/VAT/1642
https://nyc.streetsblog.org/2021/08/03/fact-check-for-fearmongering-pols-e-bike-riders-cause-a-tiny-percentage-of-injuries-to-peds-and-cyclists
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W o rse , it  a ssu m e s e le c t ric -a ss is t  t e ch n o lo g y is  in h e re n t ly m o re  d a n g e ro u s , e ve n  
t h o u g h  m o st  p e rm it t e d  e -b ike s  a re  a lre a d y sp e e d -lim it e d  t o  20  o r 25 m p h  b y d e sig n . 

5. Ig n o re s  Be t t e r  P o lic y Alt e rn a t ive s  

Th e  ru le  a lso  fa ils  t o  e xp lo re  b e t t e r, p ro ve n  o p t io n s: 

● Up d a t in g  NYC’s e -b ike  c la ss ific a t io n  syst e m  t o  re fle c t  fe d e ra l s t a n d a rd s  a n d  
c re a t e  co n sis t e n cy b e t w e e n  c it y a n d  s t a t e  la w s.  

● Lo w e rin g  t h e  c it yw id e  ve h ic le  sp e e d  lim it  t o  20  m p h  via  Sa m m y’s  La w , ra t h e r 
t h a n  s in g lin g  o u t  e -b ike s; 

● In ve st in g  in  p ro t e c t e d  b ike  la n e s  a n d  sa fe  m ic ro m o b ilit y in fra s t ru c t u re ; 
● Ge o fe n c in g  sp e e d  lim it s  o n ly in  se n sit ive  a re a s , like  b rid g e s  o r p la za s; 
● En fo rc in g  e xis t in g  t ra ffic  la w s o n  a ll ro a d  u se rs , e sp e c ia lly ca rs  a n d  m o p e d s; 
● In ce n t ivizin g  sa fe  rid in g  b e h a vio r, in c lu d in g  p a y m o d e l re fo rm s fo r d e live ry 

p la t fo rm s. 

Co n c lu s io n  

Th is  ru le  co n t ra d ic t s  t h e  Cit y’s  o w n  g o a ls  a ro u n d  m o d e  sh ift , t ra ffic  sa fe t y, a n d  
e m iss io n s  re d u c t io n . 

Ne w  Yo rk Cit y sh o u ld  b e  le a d in g  t h e  w a y o n  sa fe , m o d e rn , c lim a t e -fo rw a rd  
t ra n sp o rt a t io n  ra t h e r t h a n  p u n ish in g  rid e rs  a n d  b u sin e sse s  w h o  a re  d e live rin g  
e xa c t ly t h a t .  

W e  u rg e  NYC DOT t o  w it h d ra w  t h is  p ro p o sa l a n d  in s t e a d  co lla b o ra t e  w it h  
s t a ke h o ld e rs  like  P e o p le Fo rBike s , lo ca l a d vo ca t e s , d e live ry w o rke rs , a n d  t h e  
m ic ro m o b ilit y in d u st ry o n  d a t a -d rive n , e q u it a b le  so lu t io n s  t h a t  im p ro ve  sa fe t y w h ile  
su p p o rt in g  co n t in u e d  g ro w t h  in  su st a in a b le  t ra n sp o rt a t io n . 

Th a n k yo u  fo r yo u r co n sid e ra t io n . W e  re m a in  co m m it t e d  t o  b u ild in g  a  m o re  b ike -
frie n d ly, p e o p le -ce n t e re d  Ne w  Yo rk Cit y. 

Sin ce re ly, 
 
 

Lo g a n  Go ff  
He a d  o f Le g a l 
P ivo t  Cyc le s  

 

https://peopleforbikes.cdn.prismic.io/peopleforbikes/3686d20b-5695-47c1-b0c7-ffe06402be55_Model-eBike-Legislation-Jan2020.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/sustainability/downloads/pdf/publications/New%20York%20City's%20Roadmap%20to%2080%20x%2050_Final.pdf

