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Pivot Cycles

Logan Goff,Head ofLegal

6720 S.Clementine Court

Tempe, Arizona
logan.goff@pivotcycles.com | 480-534-4404
July 14,2025

Commissioner Ydanis Rodriguez

New York City Department of Transportation
55 Water Street

New York, NY 10041

Re:Opposition to Proposed E-Bike Speed Lim it Rule (DOT-90)
Dear Com missioner Rodriguez,

On behalfofPivot Cycles,a member of New York City's microm obility industry, I

write in strong opposition to the proposed rule amending Sections 4-0land 4-06 of
Title 34 ofthe Rules ofthe City of New York to impose a IS mph speed limit on
electric bicycles and other microm obility devices.

This rule,ifadopted, would set a damaging precedent for cities across the country. It
is legally questionable,practicallyunenforceable,and counterproductive to the city’s
goals of sustainable,safe,and equitable transportation. Additionally, it directly harm s
NYC’s e-bike industry, which provides microm obility solutions to thousands of
residents and visitors and contributes significant econom ic im pact, traffic
congestion relief,and em issions reductions.

1. Direct Harms to NYC’s E-Bike Industry

Forbusinesses like ours and the broader bike industry in New York, this rule
threatens economic growth and market stability in multiple ways:

e Consumer Confusion: Arbitrary speed caps create uncertainty for customers
unsure whether common,city-com pliant e-bikes are legalto purchase or
operate in NYC. This delays or deters sales and undermines trust in the
product category.

e Reduced Ridership and Dem and:E-bikes are valued for their ability to m ove
people efficiently through dense urban environments. A 15-mph cap erodes
that core benefit,especially for commuters,deliveryriders,and older or less-fit
users,and risks pushing people back into cars or onto faster and more
dangerousillegale-motos,which in many cases are actuallythe problem
product,ratherthan e-bikes.
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e Regulatory Patchwork: This rule would make New York City the only m ajor
U.S.jurisdiction to impose a blanket e-bike speed limit on city streets that
contradicts state law.In addition to the lack ofconsistency between City and
State e-bike classifications,this creates more compliance headaches for
manufacturers,retailers,and operators trying to follow a unified standard.

e Devaluation of Inventory and Fleet Investments:Retailers and fleet operators
have invested in Class 1,2,and 3 e-bikes designed to com ply with lim its 0f20—
25mph in New York City. This rule devalues those investments and may
require costly modifications,reprogramming,orreplacement ofotherwise
legaldevices. We also may lose retailers in the City altogether.

e Stigma and Precedent: Treating e-bikes as a regulatory problem rather than a
transportation solution undermines public perception and discourages future
ridership. Worse, it sets a precedent for further restrictive microm obility rules
that could damage the long-term viability ofthis clean, efficient sector.

2.No Legal Basis, No Enforcement Strategy

The rule lacks legal grounding. Under New York State law (VIL §1642(26), cities
cannot enact a blanket speed limit below 20 mph without doing so via locallaw,

which is a step this proposaldoes not take. Moreover,no penalties are outlined,and
with no registration system or plate requirement for most e-bikes,the rule is
unenforceable on its face.

3. Misplaced Focus on Low-Risk Users

Data shows that electric bikes contribute a tiny fraction oftraffic injuries com pared
to cars,trucks,and mopeds. Yet this rule singles out e-bike riders,many ofwhom are
essential workers and low-emission commuters,while leaving the most dangerous
road users virtually unchecked. Targeting microm obility while failing to rein in
reckless driving and speeding from larger vehicles feels like politicaltheater,not
safety policy.

4.Speed Differential Creates New Safety Hazards

Slowing e-bikes down to IS5 mph,slowerthan many casualcyclists orpedal-powered
delivery riders,exacerbates speed differentials in m ixed traffic, m aking overtaking
and lane-sharing more dangerous.Riders maybe forced onto sidewalks or into
conflict zones,increasing crash risk rather than reducing it.

6.Poor Rule Drafting Undermines Credibility

The draft rule itself contains multiple errors and misstatements—including
confusion over the City’s e-bike class system and inaccurate references to state law.
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Worse,it assumes electric-assist technologyis inherently more dangerous,even
though most permitted e-bikes are already speed-limited to 20 or 25 mph by design.

5.Ignores Better Policy Alternatives
The rule also fails to explore better,proven options:

e Updating NYC’s e-bike classification system to reflect federalstandards and

create consistencybetween city and state laws.
e Jlowering the citywide vehicle speed limit to 20 mph via Sammy’s Law,rather
than singling out e-bikes;
Investing in protected bike lanes and safe microm obility infrastructure;
Geofencing speed limits only in sensitive areas, like bridges or plazas;
Enforcing existing traffic laws on allroad users,especially cars and mopeds;

Incentivizing safe riding behavior,including pay modelreforms for delivery
platforms.

Conclusion

This rule contradicts the City’s own goals around mode shift, traffic safety,and
em issions reduction.

New York City should be leading the way on safe, modern, clim ate-forward
transportation rather than punishing riders and businesses who are delivering
exactly that.

We urge NYCDOTto withdraw this proposaland instead collaborate with
stakeholders like PeopleForBikes,localadvocates,delivery workers,and the
micromobility industry on data-driven,equitable solutions that improve safety while
supporting continued growth in sustainable transportation.

Thank you for your consideration. We rem ain com m itted to building a m ore bike-
friendly,people-centered New York City.

Sincerely,

ZCHT

Logan Goff
Head ofLegal
Pivot Cycles
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