New York City Department of Transportation

Notice of Adoption

NOTICE OF ADOPTION relating to amendments of the New York City Department of
Transportation’s (DOT) “Traffic Rules” contained in Chapter 4 of Title 34 of the Rules of
the City of New York to decriminalize jaywalking, aligning New York City’s traffic rules with
section 19-195 of the New York City Administrative Code, as amended by Local Law 98 of
2024.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN PURSUANT TO THE AUTHORITY VESTED IN the
Commissioner of the New York City Department of Transportation (DOT) by Section
2903(a) of the New York City Charter and in accordance with the requirements of Section
1043 of the New York City Charter that DOT hereby amends Chapter 4 of Title 34 of the
Rules of the City of New York.

This rule was first published in the City Record on March 17, 2025, and a public hearing was
held on April 17, 2025. DOT carefully reviewed the eight verbal and written comments that
were submitted in response to the proposed rule. The comments in support applauded the
City’s decision to decriminalize jaywalking while others expressed concern for the safety of
drivers and other road users. The adopted rule was mandated by Local Law 98 of 2024, which
amended section 19-195 of the New York City Administrative Code to decriminalize
jaywalking. For that reason, no changes were made to the proposed rule.

Statement of Basis and Purpose of the Adopted Rule

The Commissioner of the New York City Department of Transportation (DOT) is authorized to
issue rules regarding parking and traffic operations in the City pursuant to Section 2903(a) of
the New York City Charter. The adopted rule will be contained within Chapter 4 of Title 34 of

the Rules of the City of New York, relating to the “Traffic Rules.”

The adopted rule amends various provisions within Chapter 4 of the Traffic Rules to
decriminalize jaywalking. Specifically, the amendments are as follows:

e Section 4-02 is amended to allow pedestrians to cross any roadway, other than a
limited access highway, while clarifying that pedestrians who fail to yield to the
right-of-way of other traffic would not be subject to a violation of the traffic rules.

e Section 4-03(a) is amended to update the requirements for vehicle operators and
pedestrians facing green, yellow, and red traffic control signals.

e Section 4-03(b) is amended to update the requirements for vehicle operators
facing blinking traffic control signals.

e Section 4-03(c) is amended to update the requirements for pedestrians facing
pedestrian control signals.



e Section 4-04 is amended to replace “shall” with “are advised” or “are cautioned”
as it relates to pedestrians abiding by traffic and pedestrian control signals, and to
update vehicle operator and pedestrian responsibilities as it relates to the right-of-
way and duty of care inside and outside of crosswalks.

e Section 4-05 is amended to update a vehicle operator’s responsibilities when
making U-turns.

New material is underlined.
[Deleted material is in brackets.]
Asterisks (***) indicate unamended text.

Section 1. Paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of section 4-02 of chapter 4 of Title 34 of the
Rules of the City of New York is amended by adding a new subparagraph (vi) to read as
follows:

(vi) Pedestrians. Pedestrians may cross any roadway, other than a limited access
highway, at any point, including points outside of a marked or unmarked crosswalk, but
must yield to other traffic that has the right of way, provided that a failure to yield shall
not be a violation of these rules.

§ 2. Subdivisions (a) and (b) of section 4-03 of chapter 4 of Title 34 of the Rules of the
City of New York are amended to read as follows:

(a) Traffic control signals. Whenever traffic is controlled by traffic control signals
exhibiting different colored lights successively, the following colors shall indicate and
apply to operators of vehicles and to pedestrians, except as superseded by pedestrian
control signals, as follows:

(1) Green alone:

(i) Vehicular traffic facing such signals may proceed straight through or turn right
or left unless a sign at such place prohibits any such movement. But vehicular traffic,
including vehicles turning right or left, shall yield the right-of-way to other vehicles and
to pedestrians [lawfully within the intersection or an adjacent crosswalk at the time
such signal is exhibited].

(i) Pedestrians facing such signal may proceed across the roadway, [within any
crosswalk] other than a limited access highway, at any point, including points outside of
a marked or unmarked crosswalk, but must yield to other traffic that has the right of
way, provided that a failure to yield shall not be a violation of these rules.

(2) Steady yellow alone, dark period, or red-green combined when shown following
the green signal:



(i) Vehicular traffic facing such signal is thereby warned that the red signal will be
exhibited immediately thereafter and such vehicular traffic shall not enter the intersection
when the red signal is exhibited.

(i) Pedestrians facing such signal are advised that there may be insufficient time to
cross the roadway. Pedestrians already in the roadway [must] are cautioned to proceed to
the nearest safety island or sidewalk in the direction of such signal. Other traffic must yield
the right of way to pedestrians proceeding across the roadway within the crosswalk towards
such signal for as long as such signal remains flashing.

(3) Steady red alone:

(i) Vehicular traffic facing such signal [shall] must stop before entering the
crosswalk on the near side of the intersection or, if none, then before entering the
intersection and [shall] must remain standing until an indication to proceed is shown.

(i) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this subdivision (a), or any
provisions of state law, an operator approaching an intersection where a sign authorizes
right or left turns on red signal may make such turn after coming to a complete stop, but
[shall] must yield the right-of-way to all vehicles [and pedestrians] lawfully within the
intersection and pedestrians.

(iii) Pedestrians facing such signal [shall not enter or cross the road way] do not
have the right of way. Pedestrians entering the roadway in the direction of such signal
will be at risk of injury due to other traffic that has the right of way. Pedestrians may
proceed across the roadway in the direction of a steady upraised hand but must yield to
other traffic that has the right of way, provided that a failure to yield shall not be a
violation of these rules.

(iv) Notwithstanding any other provision of these rules, a pedestrian must
exercise all duty of care when entering a roadway at a crosswalk facing a pedestrian
signal with a steady upraised hand or at a point other than a marked or unmarked
crosswalk. Nothing in these rules shall be construed to relieve any person from the duty
of due care for their safety or the safety of others in a roadway.

(b) Blinking traffic control signals.

(1) Red. Vehicular traffic facing such signals [shall] must come to a complete stop
and shall proceed only after yielding to any pedestrians and vehicles approaching from
the cross street.

(2) Yellow. Vehicular traffic facing such signals [shall] must proceed with caution
through the intersection and must yield to any pedestrians.

§ 3. Paragraphs (2) and (3) of subdivision (c) of section 4-03 of chapter 4 of Title 34 of
the Rules of the City of New York are amended to read as follows:



(2) Flashing upraised hand or flashing upraised hand with pedestrian countdown
display. Pedestrians facing such signal are advised that there may be
insufficient time to cross the roadway. Pedestrians already in the roadway [must]
are cautioned to proceed to the nearest safety island or sidewalk in the direction
of such signal. Other traffic must yield the right-of-way to pedestrians
proceeding across the roadway [within the crosswalk] towards such signal for as
long as such signal remains flashing.

(3) Steady upraised hand. [No pedestrians shall start to cross the roadway in the
direction of such signal; provided, however that any pedestrians who have
partially completed their crossing on a steady walking person signal or any
flashing upraised hand signal must proceed to the nearest sidewalk or safety
island in the direction of such signal while such steady upraised hand signal is
showing.] Pedestrians crossing in the direction of such signal do not have the
right of way. Pedestrians entering the roadway in the direction of such signal
will be at risk of injury due to other traffic that has the right of way. Pedestrians
may proceed across the roadway in the direction of a steady upraised hand but
must vield to other traffic that has the right of way, provided that a failure to
yield shall not be a violation of these rules.

§ 4. Section 4-04 of chapter 4 of Title 34 of the Rules of the City of New York is
amended to read as follows:

(a) Pedestrians subject to traffic rules, except as otherwise provided herein.
Pedestrians [shall be subject to] are advised to abide by traffic control signals and
pedestrian control signals as provided in 34 RCNY § 4-03(a) and (c) and to the lawful
orders and directions of any law enforcement officer, but at all other places pedestrians
shall be accorded the privileges and shall be subject to the restrictions stated in this
section.

(b) Right-of-way in crosswalks.

(1) Operators [to] must stop for pedestrians in marked or unmarked
crosswalk. When traffic control signals or pedestrian control signals are not in place or
not in operation, any operator of a vehicle or operator of a bicycle must stop for a
pedestrian crossing a roadway within a marked or unmarked crosswalk. Such operators
of vehicles and operators of bicycles in any lane of travel must stop and remain stopped
for a pedestrian in such crosswalk until such pedestrian crosses a roadway.

(2) Pedestrians [shall] are cautioned not to cross in front of oncoming
vehicles. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (1) of this subdivision (b), [no
pedestrian shall] pedestrians are cautioned not to suddenly leave a curb or other place
of safety and walk or run into the path of a vehicle which is so close that it is impossible
for the operator to yield.

(3) Vehicles stopped for pedestrians. Whenever any vehicle is stopped [at a
crosswalk] to permit a pedestrian to cross the roadway, the operator of any other


https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/newyorkcity/latest/NYCrules/0-0-0-63562#JD_T34C004_4-03

vehicle approaching from the rear in the same or adjacent lanes shall not overtake and
pass such stopped vehicle.

(c)  Right-of-way outside of crosswalks. Pedestrians crossing at points outside of a
marked or unmarked crosswalk do not have the right of way. Pedestrians may cross
any roadway, other than a limited access highway, at any point, including points outside
of a marked or unmarked crosswalk, but must yield to other traffic that has the right of
way, provided that a failure to yield shall not be a violation of these rules.

[(c)] (d) Restrictions on crossings.

(1) [No pedestrian shall enter or cross] Pedestrians are cautioned against entering
or crossing a roadway at any point where signs, fences, barriers, or other devices are
erected to prohibit or restrict such crossing or entry.

(2) [No pedestrian shall cross] Pedestrians are cautioned against crossing any
roadway at an intersection except within a [cross- walk] crosswalk.

(3) [No pedestrian shall cross] Pedestrians are cautioned against crossing a
roadway except at a crosswalk on any block in which traffic control signals are in
operation at both intersections bordering the block.

[(d)] (e) Operators to exercise due care. Notwithstanding other provisions of these rules,
the operator of a vehicle [shall] must exercise due care to avoid colliding with any
pedestrian.

[(e) Hitch-hiking and soliciting prohibited.

(1) Talking or selling. No person shall stand in the roadway to talk with or sell or
offer to sell anything to an occupant of any vehicle.

(2) Soliciting rides. No person shall solicit a ride from the occupant of a vehicle by
word or gesture.

(3) Washing, polishing, cleaning and assisting parking. No person shall approach
an operator or other occupant of a passenger vehicle on any street, while the vehicle
has stopped temporarily, is about so to stop, is parked or is about to be parked, for the
purpose of washing, polishing, or cleaning such vehicle or any part of it, or offering to do
so. Nor shall any person approach an operator or other occupant of a passenger vehicle
for the purpose of directing it to a place for parking on any street or assisting in such
parking, or offering any other service in relation to such vehicle, or soliciting a gratuity,
except services rendered in connection with emergency repairs at the request of the
operator of the vehicle.

(4) Opening or closing doors. No person, other than an occupant or prospective
occupant of a passenger vehicle on a street, shall open, hold open, or close, or offer to
open, hold open, or close any door of the vehicle. This provision shall not apply to such
acts when intended purely as a social amenity without expectation or acceptance of a
gratuity, nor to doormen or other persons employed by owners, occupants, or managers
of abutting premises to render such service, nor when such service is incidental to other



legitimate service being rendered to such an occupant or prospective occupant of a
passenger vehicle.

(5) Hailing taxis. Unless asked to do so without advance solicitation (direct or
implied), no person shall hail or procure for another, not in his or her social company, a
taxi or other passenger vehicle.]

(f)  Pedestrians to exercise due care. Notwithstanding other provisions of these rules,
pedestrians must vield to other traffic that has the right-of-way, provided that a failure to
yield shall not be a violation of these rules.

(g) Hitch-hiking and soliciting prohibited.

(1) Talking or selling. No person shall stand in the roadway to talk with or sell or offer
to sell anything to an occupant of any vehicle.

(2) Soliciting rides. No person shall solicit a ride from the occupant of a vehicle by
word or gesture.

(3) Washing, polishing, cleaning and assisting parking. No person shall approach an
operator or other occupant of a passenger vehicle on any street, while the vehicle has
stopped temporarily, is about so to stop, is parked or is about to be parked, for the
purpose of washing, polishing, or cleaning such vehicle or any part of it, or offering to do
so. Nor shall any person approach an operator or other occupant of a passenger vehicle
for the purpose of directing it to a place for parking on any street or assisting in such
parking, or offering any other service in relation to such vehicle, or soliciting a gratuity,
except services rendered in connection with emergency repairs at the request of the
operator of the vehicle.

(4) Opening or closing doors. No person, other than an occupant or prospective
occupant of a passenger vehicle on a street, shall open, hold open, or close, or offer to
open, hold open, or close any door of the vehicle. This provision shall not apply to such
acts when intended purely as a social amenity without expectation or acceptance of a
gratuity, nor to doormen or other persons employed by owners, occupants, or managers
of abutting premises to render such service, nor when such service is incidental to other
legitimate service being rendered to such an occupant or prospective occupant of a
passenger vehicle.

(5) Hailing taxis. Unless asked to do so without advance solicitation (direct or
implied), no person shall hail or procure for another, not in his or her social company, a
taxi or other passenger vehicle.

§ 5. Paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) of section 4-05 of chapter 4 of Title 34 of the
Rules of the City of New York is amended to read as follows:

(2) The operator of a vehicle shall not make a U-turn upon any street outside a
business district unless such turn is made without interfering with pedestrians or the
right-of-way of any vehicle [or pedestrian].




THE CITY OF NEW YORK

MUEIEL GOODE-TEUFANT LA“ DEPARTI\‘IENT STEVEN GOULDEN
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Tal: (212) 356-4022

Fax: (212 356-4019

sgoulden@law.ove. gov

Hon. Ydanis Rodriguez
Commissioner of Transportation

Re: Amendment of Rules Relating to Jaywalking
No. 2025 RG 017

Dear Commissioner Rodriguez:

Pursuant to New York City Charter § 1043 subd. c, the above-referenced rule has
been reviewed and determined to be within the authority delegated by law to your agency.

Sincerely,

/s/ Steven L. Goulden

STEVEN GOULDEN
Senior Counsel
Division of Legal Counsel

cc: Naomi Silkowitz (DOT)
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