
 

 

April 17, 2025 

Emily Weidenhof 

Assistant Commissioner of Public Realm 

New York City Department of Transportation 

55 Water Street, 6th Floor 

New York, NY 10041 

Re: Exclusive Seating in DOT Pedestrian Plazas and Open Streets  

Dear Assistant Commissioner Weidenhof: 

My name is Liz Krueger and I represent the 28th State Senate District, which includes the 

Upper East Side, Midtown, and Roosevelt Island neighborhoods in Manhattan. Parts of my 

district contain some of the lowest ratio of public park space per capita in Manhattan, and there 

is no question that many of my constituents suffer from a serious deficiency of open space, a 

problem that many New Yorkers face across the five boroughs.  

I am writing to express my concern regarding NYC DOT’s proposal to amend title 34 of the 

Rules of the City of New York. This rule change would allow a significant portion of our Open 

Streets and pedestrian plazas, between 33% and 50% of the total square footage of a specific 

location, to be leased to private subconcessionaires for exclusive use as seating for their 

customers. I am opposed to the privatization of New York City’s extremely limited public 

spaces, and believe that this would allow businesses to take a disproportionate amount of land 

for their own use at the expense of the public.  

If this proposal were amended so that seating is not reserved for the exclusive use of patrons of 

private businesses, and is open to non-customers as well, as is the case with Privately Owned 

Public Spaces (POPS), perhaps a case could be made for such a rule change. However, handing 

over a disproportionate share of our Open Streets and pedestrian plazas for exclusive use by the 

patrons of a private business is an infringement on the ability of all New Yorkers to fully enjoy 

their public spaces.  

It is my understanding that the money raised through this privatization would go into the 

maintenance of the pedestrian plaza or Open Street where it is located. While I appreciate that 

funding for Open Streets was paid for with federal pandemic aid which will soon run out, I 

believe that instead of rushing to privatize it, NYC DOT should look for sustainable, public 

revenue sources to fund this program. DOT Chief of Staff Ryan Lynch said in a recent news 

interview that the agency could run Open Streets with $5 million a year. This seems like a 



realistic amount of money to be negotiated for out of New York City’s almost $112 billion 

budget.  

I should also add that the requirement to reinvest the funds raised back into pedestrian plazas 

and Open Streets is not explicitly included in the language of the proposed rule change, which 

leads me to believe that it will be difficult to enforce and could potentially result a worst-case 

scenario where we get lower than expected revenue, while sacrificing significant public space. 

This could lead to a long-term lack of proper maintenance and a degradation of pedestrian 

plazas and Open Streets, which would have a deleterious effect on their usage and ultimately 

harm both the public and businesses which operate within their boundaries. 

I again want to reiterate my opposition to this ill-considered privatization scheme and urge 

NYC DOT to instead work with the Mayor and the City Council to find a stable, long-term 

alternative funding source for Open Streets and pedestrian plazas.  

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Liz Krueger 

State Senator 

 


