nationalgrid

January 30, 2025

VIA E-MAIL

Mona Sehgal, Associate Commissioner and General Counsel
NYC Department of Buildings

280 Broadway

New York, NY 10007

RE: NYC Department of Buildings Course Provider Rule Proposal Comments

The Brooklyn Union Gas Company d/b/a National Grid NY (“National Grid” or the
“Company’’) submits these comments to the New York City Department of Buildings
(“NYCDOB”) regarding the recently issued Course Provider Rule Proposals. The Company is a
gas distribution company engaged in the transportation and sale of natural gas to approximately

1.3 million customers in the boroughs of Brooklyn, Staten Island, and two-thirds of Queens, in
New York City.

National Grid supports many natural gas related industry organizations, such as the
Northeast Gas Association (“NGA”), American Gas Association (“AGA”), GTI Energy, the
plumbing trades of New York City represented by The Plumbing Foundation of New York
(“PFCNY”), The Master Plumbers Council (“MPC”), and US Plumbers Union Local No. 1
Trade Education Training Center of New York City that are concentrated in the Northeast and
nationwide. National Grid has coordinated with NYCDOB and the New York State Department
of Public Service (“DPS”), for NGA to successfully develop gas safety training and qualification
programs focused on supplementing existing gas training and certification programs required of
Licensed Master Plumbers (“LMPs”) which is currently recommended by National Grid.

This wide-ranging safety inspection training program, that is supported by National Grid
and its contractors, allows for those participating LMPs to be trained and Operator Qualified
(“OQ”) per state and federal pipeline safety regulations to work on NYDPS jurisdictional gas
lines. The Program provides essential training and allows LMPs to work on both sides of the
meter, while other NYCDOB approved LL152 training programs do not.



National Grid proposes that the DOB Course Provider Rule Proposal include in the
Course Provider Requirements' that the Course Provider: (i) must provide proof that it is
recognized by another State Agency as a trainer and OQ program provider associated with
meeting state and federal requirements or (ii) that the course provider is certified by an
organization accredited by the American National Standards Institute (“ANSI”) as a Standards
Developing Organization with published standards for continuing education and training. These
requirements would allow the Company to continue to use the programs and continue to use the
NGA as an acceptable provider.
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