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January 30, 2025 

 

Mona Sehgal, Associate Commissioner and General Counsel 

NYC Department of Buildings  

280 Broadway 

New York, NY 10007 

 

Re: Course Provider Rules 

 

Dear Associate Commissioner/General Counsel Seghal: 

 

My name is Daniel Fortini II; I am licensed master plumber number 2439. I write to you 

regarding the recent proposed rule changes by the NYC Department of Buildings (DOB) on 

course providers, specifically in support of The Construction Trades License Training Corp. 

(CTLTC), a nonprofit 501(c)(6) organization that partners with SUNY Empire State 

University (SUNY Empire) to provide the DOB mandatory 7-hour license renewal course for 

Licensed Master Plumbers and Licensed Master Fire Suppression Contractors.  

 

As a licensed master plumber the CTLTC / SUNY Empire course is highly valuable and is an 

absolute asset to the industry. The industry generally considers them as the preeminent 

provider for the license renewal course, and any rule changes that could eliminate the 

availability and accessibility of their courses would be an extreme detriment to licensees, 

who are required by law to take continuing education to renew our licenses.  

  

As you may know, the CTLTC/ SUNY Empire course is highly regarded as it includes 

instructors directly from the DOB, Fire Department of New York, and the NYC Department 

of Investigations as well as plumbing, fire suppression, and safety experts. The industry 

relies on this course for the most accurate and up-to-date information.  

 

It is my understanding that DOB is planning on banning third-party agreements, specifically: 

 

(m) Third Parties. The course provider may not delegate or outsource any of its duties, 

responsibilities or functions to any third party that is not registered with the 

Department. The course provider must maintain full accountability for its operations 

and ensure that all services provided are conducted in compliance with all applicable 

Federal, State and local laws, rules and regulations. 

 

While I understand and agree that there are bad actors out there who have taken advantage 

of the DOB course provider system and construction tradespeople alike, particularly in the 

site safety training field, this provision would end a very reputable license renewal program 

and be a detriment to the licensed plumbing and fire suppression industries. And with a July 

1 enforcement date, that means licensees may not have a provider to go to since the two most 
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well-known and regarded courses are third party agreements. While there are other  

providers listed with DOB that offer the license renewal course, they are merely approved 

for offering and do not actually offer the license renewal course, nor do I feel confident that 

the quality of these other providers reaches the level of material or professionalism offered 

by CTLTC.  

 

I strongly urge the DOB to strike the above-proposed provision and consider other options 

to ensure reputable, nonprofit programs like CTLTC are an option.   

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on these rules, please do not hesitate to contact 

me for any reason. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Daniel Fortini II 

NYC LMP #2439 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


