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PROCEEDI NGS

MS. LIGUORI: Good morning and wel cone.
My name is Madel ynn Liguori. | am senior
counsel in the Bureau of Legal Affairs for the
Depart ment of Sanitation. Thank you for
attending this public hearing this nmorning.

DSNY i s conducting this renmote hearing in
accordance with the requirenments of the City
Adm ni strative Procedure Act. The purpose of
this hearing is to receive coments fromthe
public on DSNY's proposed rule relating to the
proposed fees for the disposal of yard waste
and organi c waste.

This rule was published by DSNY in the
City Record on July 26, 2024, with the
schedul ed hearing date of today, September 4,
2024. Additionally, DSNY e-mailed copies of
the rule to all New York City | ocal elected
officials, the City's 59 comunity boards,
medi a, and interested parties, and published
the proposed rule on its website.

Section 16-129.1 of the New York City
Adm ni strative Code allows the comm ssioner to
set by rule and fees for the disposal of yard

waste and organic waste at Department conpost
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facilities.

DSNY currently enploys a contract operator
to run the conpost facilities, at a cost to the
City. The Department charges fees for
materials delivered to its conmpost facilities
by persons or other entities to offset these
costs, as allowed by | aw.

DSNY has performed an analysis of its
costs related to conpost facilities in order to
determ ne appropriate fees for the disposal of
yard waste and organic waste. Costs consi dered
by the Department in the analysis included
payments to the contract operator to perform
the services of conposting and mul ching and
ot her ongoi ng expenses relating to the
operation of the facilities. In addition, DSNY
conducted a market survey of simlar services
provi ded by other public and private entities
within the New York City Metropolitan area and
determ ned that the proposed fees are
consi stent with the market.

Finally, DSNY has determ ned, based on its
operating experience, that it costs nmore to

manage food waste than | eaf and yard waste due
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to the higher nitrogen-to-carbon ratio, the
hi gher rate of decay, and associ ated need for
odor controls, and the presence of non-organic
mat eri al s, contam nation, that nust be di sposed
of .

Based on the Departnment's analysis, the
proposed rule would set the rate for the
di sposal of |eaf and yard waste at $12 per
cubic yard. A cubic yard is a volunetric
measurenment typically used in the industry and
i's how DSNY currently measures | eaf and yard
waste delivered to its conmpost facilities; such
rate would go into effect as of October 15,
2024. Thereafter, such rate would be adjusted
annually after July 1 in accordance with the
change in the Consumer Price Index, CPlI, and
such change woul d becone effective annually on
Sept ember 1.

This rule would also establish the rate
for the disposal of organic waste at $85 per
ton begi nning October 15, 2024. Tons are the
I ndustry standard for putrescrible solid
wastes, including organics. Organic waste

deliveries would be weighed upon arrival at the
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conpost facilities.

A court reporter is present today and wil
record the hearing. You may present an oral
statement or submt written conmments concerning
t he proposed rule. We have been accepting
written conmments on the proposed rule since it
was published. Today is the deadline for
subm ssion of witten comments. Such comments
may be e-mailed directly to
nycrul es@sny. nyc.gov by 5:00 p.m today.

DSNY wi | | make avail able a copy of the
written comments received through today,

t ogether with the hearing transcript, for
viewing on its website within the next few
weeks.

DSNY wi || carefully consider all the
coments it receives today at the hearing and
all written comments it receives.

Il will begin calling those of you who wi sh
to speak this morning in the order in which you
have signed up to testify. MWhile the notice
asked that persons wishing to testify sign up
in advance of this hearing, anyone wi shing to

testify at this time may do so by indicating in
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the chat area that you wish to testify by
i ndi cating your name and affiliation, if any.
When you speak, please say your name and
affiliation, and speak slowly and clearly so
that the court reporter can understand and
accurately record your statenent. We also ask
that you Iimt your statement to three m nutes.

|*"m going to begin by calling the first
person that signed up to testify and that is
MaryEl Il en Sullivan from the Brooklyn Solid
Wast e Advi sory Board.

Mar yEI | en.

MS. SULLI VAN: Thank you very much,
Madel ynn.

Again, my name is MaryEllen Sullivan, and
| am affiliated with the Brooklyn Solid Waste
Advi sory Boar d.

The Solid Waste Advi sory Boards of
Br ookl yn, Bronx, Manhattan, and Queens
appreciate the opportunity to speak to DSNY's
proposed rules to establish fees for the
di sposal of yard and organi c waste at
DSNY- owned- and- operated compost facilities.

Any attenpt at setting cost basis for
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processing conpost is an inmportant first step
in recogni zing conposting as a crucial policy
option for New York City's val uabl e organics
and yard waste; however, we request that the
foll owi ng questions be answered before rates
are set.

First question, what are the factors that
went into the cost cal culation of 85 per ton?

Have any additional City or State agencies
revi ewed DSNY's current estimtes for the cost
of processing organic rates?

What inmpact, if any, would this pricing
have on community conmposting?

And what are DSNY's current estimted
costs for each of the followi ng sub-bullet
points: The collection of organics, the
processing of organics for conpost, the export
of organics to incineration or landfill, the
processing of organics for co-digestion, and
sub-costs under that are associ ated export
costs of the resulting digestate, and the
di sposal cost for digestate, and then finally,
t he associated transportation cost for each of

the bullet points above.
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Various entities have estimted these

costs, from NRD to the |Independent Budget
Office; however, a definitive breakdown from

t he DSNY has never been made public for these
cost components. The fee estimtes were

provi ded by the DSNY, this would allow for the

crafting of an inportant policy around the
actual cost, conpared to the benefits of
conposting to the City of New YorKk.

According to I1BO, a 14 percent organics
capture rate would reduce CO2 em ssions by
72,000 tons, and if almost all Cityw de
organics were diverted CO2 em ssions would be
reduced by 657,000 tons per year.

Furt hernore, the | BO acknow edges t hat

usi ng an EPA estimate for the social costs of

carbon, currently set at $42 per ton, the City

could avert between 3 mllion and 28 mllion
carbon social costs or organic capture rates
for 14 to 100 percent.

The SWAB recognized the 1 BO s val uation
for the social inmpacts of conmposting of
organics to society in terms of externality

such as air and water pollution, waste of

in
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natural resources that are currently not being
taken into account.

Finally, while we cannot currently opine
on the $85 price in the absence of the
additional information that we have requested,
the SWABs are focused on these issues,

I ncluding strengthening |ocalized conmposting
and the conpost projects now that budgets have
been mnimally restored. However, if any
non-profit conpost processor should use this
sight, or any of the DSNY sights, we believe

t hat they should not be charged tipping fees in
| i ght of the services that they are providing
to New York City.

We thank you very nuch again for your time
and for your actions on this inportant topic.
Thank you.

MS. LIGUORI: Thank you very nuch.

Woul d anyone else like to testify? |If you
would |like to, please indicate so in the chat,

I ndi cate your name and affiliation, if any, or
use the raise-hand function.
(No response.)

Just a rem nder that comments may be
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subm tted through the close of business today
at nycrul es@sny. nyc.gov, or via the NYC rules
website.
Last call. Wuld anyone |ike to testify,
ot her than Ms. Sullivan, obviously?
(No response.)
Heari ng none and seei ng none, thank you
very much everyone for attending today's public
hearing. Thank you very much.

(Time Noted: 10:12 a.m)
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CERTI FI

STATE OF NEW YORK )
) Ss:
COUNTY OF SUFFOLK )

CATE

|, STEPHANI E O KEEFFE,

a Reporter and Notary

Public within and for the State of New York, do

hereby certify that the within is a true and

accurate transcript of the proceedi ngs taken on

September 4, 2024.

| further certify that

| am not related to

any of the parties to this action by blood or

marriage, and that | amin no way interested in the

outcome of this matter.

| N W TNESS WHEREOF, |

have hereunto set

hand this 4th day of September, 2024.

_ﬁﬁMmmﬂ<j

l

Stephanie O'Eé’z‘ Sffe

my
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In Re Public Hearing - Regarding rule to establish fees for

di sposal of yard waste
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